Village Church
Times
Chester Congregational Baptist Church

Catch the Spirit
September, 2018

Upcoming Events
Monday, September 3rd
Labor Day
Saturday, September 8th
Chester Town Fair
Sunday, September 9th
Outdoor Worship Service at 10am
Saturday, September 15th
Taste of the Garden ~ Open House ~ 2-4pm
Sunday, October 7th
World Communion Sunday
Neighbors in Need and World Mission Offering
Please join us every Sunday for Worship at 10:00am
Communion is the 1st Sunday of every month
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lines from linda,
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are
doing.
(1 Thessalonians 5:11 NRSV)
While summer will not officially be over until the September Equinox at 9:54 PM on Saturday
September 22, our fall activities are starting. Decisions that will require encouraging one
another, and building up each other will be made. Events and projects that take time and
energy will make it necessary for us to encourage and build up each. Let me recap what
happened this summer.
In July we finished our discussions around the topic of 'who we are.' From my point of view
several positive things came out of those gatherings. Through the conversations around the
tables people were able to talk and get to know each other in a way that does not happen
during worship. People were able to share faith issues as well as hopes, fears, and ideas about
the church. The major theme which came out of these meetings was to find ways to be involved
in the community of Chester. In order to follow up on this theme, some action items were
developed. One morphed into 'Taste of the Garden.' On September 15 the community will be
invited to sample recipes made from vegetables grown this summer in the church garden. The
other task will be to determine some of the needs of Chester and seeing what the church can do
to meet those needs. Finally, the Cabinet will be overseeing the tweaking of the By-Laws to
make the sizes and numbers of boards and committees in line with the number of people
involved in the church. I would like to thank all who participated and helped come up with
these ideas.
The other news of the summer primarily involves the Board of Resources and Finances, but
they will need everyone's help and support. An assessment of the church revealed that in
addition to the need to paint the exterior of the church, there is quite a bit of damage to the
interior of the steeple. The Board is working on figuring out what needs to be done to raise
money, looking into grants, and determining the best ways do the work. While the
responsibility falls on this Board, they cannot do it alone. They need encouragement, building
up, support, and physical help from all of us.
This summer was also a time of celebration as we joined with the Longmeadow UCC church
and worshiped in both sanctuaries during the month of August. Since the comments were
positive, Pastor Ruth and I will be talking about other joint activities.
As we resume our fall schedules, may we remember that God is with us in all that we do. May
we continue to encourage one another and build up each other as we share the ministry of
Jesus in Chester and beyond.
Shalom,
Pastor Linda
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Annika Akselsson, Joanne Millsaps' cousin
Angela, Shirley, Ron and Trebor, friends of
Upcoming Board Meetings:
Judy Balk
Deacons – Sunday, September 2nd at 11am
Jack Arnold, Sandy and Hilary Hall's uncle (Lois
BORF – Wednesday, September 5th at 6:30pm
Lee Hall's brother)
Cabinet— Sunday, September 16th at 11am
Carol Baker, Kim Cremin's mother (Kim is the

senior's exercise instructor)
Elizabeth Colman Hardy
Crossroads Community Church of Bow, NH
(ABC Church), and the Rev. Richard Huntley Jr.
The church was struck by lightning on Tuesday, July
17th and the steeple burned.
Bree Coward, Nate and Lynn Rockwell's niece
Bill Curtin
Joyce Diemer
Debbie Drew, prayers for son and family
Alex Ferron
Chip Frost
Steve Hebert
Hayden Lane
John Lighthall
Please check out our Facebook page
Janet MacGray
for updates and pictures! Note that
Annette, Avery, Linda and Ken Millsaps, Cliff's
our official Facebook page is Chester
family members
Allan Poole, Nate Rockwell's cousin
Congregational Baptist Church.
Brenda Price
Click on the Facebook logo to go
Barbara Rice has now moved to the Fox Den in
Sandown
Samantha Rivera Raiche, 11 year old

granddaughter of Isabel Rivera, the ABC VNH Region
President, who has been diagnosed with a rare form
Shop with AmazonSmile!
of bone cancer.
Elaine Storlazzi, friend of Colleen Towle
Click on the picture below and the link
Dean Towlas
will take you to smile.amazon.com in
Joan Towle, Colleen Towle's sister-in-law The
support of Chester Congregational
people of Camaroon who are involved in a civil
war, including relatives of Ruthy, Mel and Judy
Baptist Church.
Balk's adopted Goddaughter
The people of Zimbabwe
For those who are in Nursing Homes...
Barbara Rice is at the Fox Den Retirement
Community in Sandown
Evelyn Wise is at Aurora Senior Living in Derry
Our prayers and sympathy go out to the
families of…
John Chiaradonna who passed away on June 9th
Valerie Cooper, friend of Mel and Judy Balk, who
died June 21st
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Chester Town Fair
Saturday, September 9th
Please stop by and visit us at our booth at the Town Fair.
If you would like to volunteer at the booth, please contact Linda
Noyes to see how you can help out.


Choir
Choir rehearsal has resumed and they will be singing at the
Sunday worship service on September 16th. Rehearsals are on
Thursday evenings at 7pm beginning on September 6th. Please
join us!


Outdoor Worship Service
Sunday, September 9th at 10am
Please bring your own chairs and
dress is casual for this Sunday.


Scarecrows for the Church and Vestry
We are looking for someone to make the scarecrows for the church and vestry
this year. Jackie Brown is going to donate the scarecrows, however we need
someone to “dress them up”. If you would like to do this, please contact the
church office to let us know your plans and then we will work with Jackie to
get the scarecrows. Thanks!
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Taste of the Garden

Open House

Please join us in the Church Vestry for a
complimentary tasting of delicious recipes using
our bountiful garden harvest.

Saturday,
September 15th
2:00-4:00 pm

Chester Congregational Baptist Church
4 Chester Street, Chester NH
887-4799

www.chesternhchurch.org
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Official Call to the 2018 Annual Meeting
New Hampshire Conference,
United Church of Christ

This is the day of the poured out spirit.
Dreamers and Visionaries arise.
The members of the Annual Meeting Planning Committee invite
you to come together, as the Gathered Conference, for the Annual
Meeting of the New Hampshire Conference, United Church of
Christ. Here is what you need to know:
What: The 217th Annual Meeting of the New Hampshire
Conference of the United Church of Christ

When: Saturday, October 20, 2018

Where: Grappone Conference Center 70 Constitution Avenue,
Concord, NH 03301
THEME: The theme of our meeting this year is, “this is the day of the poured out spirit.
Dreamers and Visionaries arise.” The theme is rooted in the words of Joel (2:28), “I will pour out
my Spirit on all flesh.”
REGISTRATION: Please visit www.nhcucc.org for up-to-date Annual Meeting Resource
Materials and a link to the registration website – which officially opens on Monday, August 27th.
For registrations processed on or before Wednesday, October 10th at 11:59 pm the Delegates &
Visitors rate will be $85.00/person. Registrations processed after the close of online registration
will be taken on the day of the event, at the “walk-in” rate of $110.
If you have any questions, please see Pastor Linda.


Reverend Gordon M. Rankin
Called to Serve as the
New Conference Minister
On Saturday, August 4, nearly 150 official delegates and
authorized clergy, representing 65 churches, gathered at the
Laconia Congregational Church, UCC, to celebrate worship
together in a lively service led by Rev. Gordon M. Rankin, the
search committee's recommendation for the New Hampshire
Conference Minister. Thanks to the generosity of the
gathered body $1,785, was collected during the service to
support the United Church of Christ Strengthen the Church,
OCWM Special Offering, with fifty percent staying in New
Hampshire and fifty percent going to national. Following the
service a brief special business meeting was held, resulting in
a unanimous vote to call Rev. Rankin as the new Conference
Minister.
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The deacons have had a minor vacation and are ready to resume meetings as soon as possible.
We have kept in touch with one another over the summer via email as well as in worship on
Sundays. Hopefully all of you have had a relaxing summer. Although I’m not too excited about
Fall cleanup in my own yard, I am looking forward to the crisper days and fall foliage.
The deacons would like to remind all of our members to post your comments and photos of
church activities to our Facebook page. Please be sure you are posting to Chester
Congregational Baptist Church on Facebook. Other pages are not administered and not
affiliated with our church, even though you might see a photo of our church.
As we approach fall it might be a great time to begin a prayer shawl. It seems like many need the
shawls during the fall, winter and spring. The Prayer Shawl Ministry can always use more knitters
or people who crochet. Yarn is available in the church. Your contact deacon is Deb Field. Deb
Field will provide copies of prayer shawl patterns for knit and crochet so that we can make sure
the shawls go around shoulders.
Choir rehearsals will resume on September 6th from 7:00 to 8:30 pm every Thursday evening. If
you would like to sing with the choir, please join us. In order to have consistency and run through
the music, music director Mark Lutton has asked that everyone be on time.
While sanctuary flowers are being coordinated through the church office, we do understand that
occasions arise when we might find it too late to let Frances know or we have some flowers we
would like to share following an event that was, perhaps, unexpected. Please don’t hesitate to
bring flowers to church if that is the case. We have wonderful marble topped tables that can
display your flowers – and fresh is always better than the artificial arrangements we have. Please
check with Frances BEFORE bringing flowers for worship if you would like them in memory of
someone and wish it published in the bulletin.
The purpose of the Deacons fund is to help those in times of need. Please consider donating to the
Deacons Fund so that the funds are there when someone is experiencing a crisis. As a reminder,
please contact the Deacon of the Month, or if you are in Chester, Gen Rowell or Deb Field and
they can get word to Pastor Linda. As always, if it is a true emergency you may, of course, call
the parsonage directly.

The Deacons for 2018 are Gen Rowell, Mary Hamblett, Deb Field, Marge Pagliuca and Paul
Scott.
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The Briefing from the BORF this month
is a copy of the Special Appeal letter.

September 2018
Dear Members and Friends of the Chester Congregational Baptist
Church,
By now most of you have received several updates on the progress we have made to
accurately assess the overall condition of our Church building, along with the cost totals for the
work that needs to be done. Over the past couple of years it has been apparent that we have had
some water damage to the sanctuary ceiling. Norm Field and Nate Rockwell have made many
attempts to find the source of the leak but the BORF felt it was necessary to bring in someone to
professionally assess our structure and to determine the extent of the damage. We applied for and
received a grant from the New Hampshire Preservation Alliance to fund half the cost of the
assessment. The assessment was done by Aaron Sturgis of Preservation Timber Framing. Aaron
is a leading expert in the area and has worked on many preservation projects just like ours.
The main projects have been identified and shared in a congregational meeting and are
available on the Church website. The estimated costs for these projects total approximately
$417,000 and will likely require a multi-year fundraising effort.
The BORF had a very informative and productive meeting with Aaron and he strongly
recommended an interim measure to stabilize the base of the tower with a goal of making the
tower box as weather tight as possible before winter. This will involve the removal of the current
insufficient flashing and then the careful removal of the flush board siding so that proper copper
flashing can be installed. The original flush board siding will be placed over the properly installed
copper flashing. It is important to understand that this is not the complete steeple project but an
interim measure. This work will not be redundant as it a necessary step that will give us some
benefit now. The cost for this project is $12,026.00. Due to the rather urgent nature
of accomplishing this before winter we are seeking to fund this through a special
appeal.
Your generosity in the past has shown that you are invested in the future of the ministry
here. It also shows that you understand God’s command for us to be good stewards of all He has
given to us. We ask you once again to seek God’s will in deciding how much you can give to this
initial repair. Please return your donations in the envelope provided by September 30th or as
soon as possible. You may place your donation in the offering plate on Sunday mornings or mail
or deliver it to the Church office.
Thank you, in advance, for your continued prayers and support of the mission to
rehabilitate our beautiful Church building to preserve it for future generations.
In Christ,
Board of Resources and Finance: Nate Rockwell, Norm Field, Penny Henderson, Donna Foote
and Jean Gagnon

The Board of Resources and Finance for 2018 consists of Nate Rockwell, Norman Field, Donna
Foote, Jean Gagnon and Penny Henderson.
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The kids are heading back to school so the
following items would be great donations:
Pencils
Pens
Colored Pencils
Pocket Folders
Erasers
Crayons
Notebooks
Lined Paper
Current Food Pantry needs:
Cereal
Powdered drink mixes
Oatmeal
Peanut Butter
Canned Fruit
Macaroni & Cheese
Spaghetti O’s or other canned pasta
Jams and Jellies
Pancake mix
**Supermarket gift cards are always welcome
($15, $20, $25 and $30 amounts) **
Please contact Cindy at 887-4626 if you have any questions.
Thanks. Cindy McLaughlin
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MISSION PARTNERSHIPS AND
COVENANT CONNECTIONS
We have received word that the original plans for the Zimbabwe Delegation to visit the N.H.
Conference this fall have had to be modified. Instead of the large and diverse group originally
anticipated, only five will be coming. Early applications for U.S. visas were submitted but were
rejected. The applications were re-submitted as directed, but only five visas were granted. Four
of the people come from UCC churches in Zimbabwe that are partnered with N.H. UCC churches
in the towns of Wilmot, Walpole, South Newbury/Winchester, and Newport, and the fifth person
is the Delegation leader, the Rev. Dr. Menson Mpofu. They will arrive in Boston on Friday,
October 12 and be met by the members of the Ukama Partnership Mission Group who will then
take them to the Conference office in Pembroke. There will be a time of food and fellowship
there that is also open to members of other Ukama partner churches. However, it’s understood
that the Delegates will likely be very tired after their trip and will soon need to go on to the
homes of their hosts to rest, so it’s likely that the fellowship time on October 12, will be fairly
brief.
We hope to hear more specific information about their likely itineraries soon, and hope it will
include some time for visits to other partner churches, like ourselves. We would like to offer
them some ‘Food and Fellowship’ here and get to know them a little better, and better
understand the pressures they are facing in their day-to-day life in Zimbabwe. We will share
more news when we learn more.

******************************************************
Two churches nearby that we are ‘in covenant with’ have recently had severe damage to their
steeples during storms. One is The Community Crossroads Church in Bow, N.H. which is an
American Baptist Church. The Board sent a donation to them to help with repairs. The other that
needs help now is the Pelham Congregational Church.

The Missions/Christian Education Group for 2018—Joanne Millsaps, Lannie Crowley, Linda Noyes and
Colleen Towle.
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Chester Congregational Baptist Church
September 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

Sunday Church Services:
*10:00am Family Worship
*Communion is on the first Sunday of every month*

2

3

4

5
6:30pm
BORF
meeting

6
7pm Choir
Rehearsal

7

8
Chester
Town Fair

10

11

12

13
7pm Choir
Rehearsal

14

15
2-4pm
Taste of the
Garden in
the Vestry

17

18

19

20
7pm Choir
Rehearsal

21

22
9am—noon
Food Pantry
open in
Vestry

27
7pm Choir
Rehearsal

28

29

11am
Deacons’
meeting

9
10am
Outdoor
Worship
service

16
11am
Cabinet
Meeting

Clergy Convocation
23

30

24

25

26
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Chester Congregational Baptist Church
United Church of Christ and American Baptist Churches
Worship Service
Family Worship
10 am
**Communion is received the first Sunday of every month**
Join us for Coffee Hour in the Vestry following Worship
Admin. Assistant:
Pastor Rackliffe:

Office Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9am to noon
By appointment

Staff
Pastor:
The Rev. Linda J. Rackliffe
Music Director:
Mark Lutton
Administrative Assistant:
Frances Kenison
Custodian:
Teresa Rogers
Community Food Pantry
Open 4th Saturday of each month, 9am to noon, in the Vestry.
For more information call: Cindy McLaughlin at 887-4626
Contact Us
Parsonage Phone: 603-887-4792
Pastor Email:
chesternhpastor@mygsc.com
Music Director Email: chestermusic@marklutton.com
Office Phone:
603-887-4799
Office Email:
chesterchurchoffice@gsinet.net
Church Website: chesternhchurch.org

