
Please join us every Sunday for Worship at 10:00am 

Communion is the 1
st
 Sunday of every month 

Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday, October 7th 
World Communion Sunday 

Neighbors in Need & World Mission Offering along with a special 
Disaster Relief Offering 

 

Saturday, October 20th  
NHCUCC Annual Meeting 

 

Saturday, October 27th 
8am to noon ~ Church Work Day 

Rain date is Saturday, November 3rd 
 

Wednesday, October 31st  
Happy Halloween! 

Village Church 

Times 
 

Chester Congregational Baptist Church 

 

Catch the Spirit 
 

October, 2018 
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lines from linda, 

 

Look! I’m doing a new thing; now it sprouts up; don’t you recognize it? I’m making a way in the 
desert, paths In the wilderness. (Isaiah 43:19 CEB) 

Have you ever gone to an event expecting one experience and having something totally different 
happened? On the 17th of September I attended the annual New Hampshire Conference United 
Church of Christ Clergy Convocation at the Marie Joseph Center in Biddeford, ME. Since I have 
been to this several times, so I had certain expectations. It would be a great time of fellowship 
and sharing with other clergy. Sometimes I would get a lot out of the topic, while at other times it 
was not quite as interesting. However, I always learned something. This time the program started 
out somewhat differently and the 2 ½ days were extremely powerful. 
 

Let me make one disclaimer. The topic was “Ella, Louis, and Love: The Spiritual Reservoir of 
Jazz.” Now Jazz is not high on my list of favorite musical styles and my knowledge of it is 
extremely limited, so I was not sure what I would get out of this program. Even though I was 
willing to learn something new, perhaps I went with the idea that I might not like the more 
formal sessions. 
 

When we arrived for the first session Monday afternoon, there was a program change. Due to a 
family emergency, the speaker, Kirk Byron Jones, would not be there that afternoon. He was 
expected that evening. The planning committee had to come up with plan B. As the committee 
and the participants talked, it was decided to have free time that afternoon instead of Tuesday 
afternoon. After all Tuesday would be a rainy day. People were on the beach and in the water. 
Some were bicycling, while others simply relaxed. When we gathered for the evening everyone 
was in a great mood because they seemed to be recharged. Kirk still could not make it, but a three 
very talented people played or sang some Jazz and another person who had taken Kirk's class at 
Andover Newton Theological School introduced the topic. 
 

The next morning Kirk arrived and the program continued basically as scheduled. Kirk was very 
appreciative of the committee's concern for him and felt grace was extended to him so he was 
able to lead us with energy. 
 

What all this is saying was that the committee was flexible enough get out of the way in order for 
the Spirit to work. Kirk felt the grace of God as he could focus on his family. The participants 
were open to the changes in scheduling. With this the convocation turned out to be the most 
powerful one that I have attended. In addition to the music, part of the discussion included the 
concept of grace. Because the group was open to changes which allowed the Holy Spirit to lead, 
God's grace was experienced, not simply an abstract idea. 
 

God's grace is a free gift available to all of us. Hopefully we can receive and experience this grace 
with openness and gratitude. 
 

 

Shalom, 

Pastor Linda 

P. S. My learning about a different form of music has given me a new appreciation of Jazz. 
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Pictures from the  

Taste of the Garden ~ 

Open House on 

Saturday,  

September 15th. 

Sally St. Clair and Charlotte Lister 

Pastor Linda and a visitor 

Mary Hamblett, Fran Bechtold, George Noyes,  
Jean Gagnon, Pastor Linda, Donna Foote, Linda Noyes, 

Deb Field and Gen Rowell. 
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Annika Akselsson, Joanne Millsaps' cousin 

Angela, Shirley, Ron and Trebor, friends of 
Judy Balk 

Jack Arnold, Sandy and Hilary Hall's uncle (Lois 
Lee Hall's brother) 

Carol Baker, Kim Cremin's mother (Kim is the 
senior's exercise instructor) 

Elizabeth Colman Hardy 

Crossroads Community Church of Bow, NH 
(ABC Church), and the Rev. Richard Huntley Jr. 
The church was struck by lightning on Tuesday, July 
17th and the steeple burned.  
Bree Coward, Nate and Lynn Rockwell's niece 

Bill Curtin 

Joyce Diemer 

Debbie Drew, prayers for son and family 

Alex Ferron 

Chip Frost 

Steve Hebert 

Rich LaCombe 

Hayden Lane 

John Lighthall 

Janet MacGray 

Annette, Avery, Linda and Ken Millsaps, Cliff's 
family members 

Allan Poole, Nate Rockwell's cousin 

Brenda Price 

Barbara Rice has now moved to the Fox Den in 
Sandown 

Samantha Rivera Raiche, 11 year old 
granddaughter of Isabel Rivera, the ABC VNH Region 
President, who has been diagnosed with a rare form 
of bone cancer. 
Elaine Storlazzi, friend of Colleen Towle 

Dean Towlas 

Joan Towle, Colleen Towle's sister-in-law The 
people of Camaroon who are involved in a civil 
war, including relatives of Ruthy, Mel and Judy 
Balk's adopted Goddaughter 

The people of Zimbabwe 
 

For those who are in Nursing Homes... 
Janet MacGray 
Evelyn Wise 
 

Our prayers and sympathy go out to the 
families of…  
Wesley Foote, Donna's father, who passed away on 
September 18th 

 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Board Meetings: 
BORF – Wednesday, October 3rd at 6:30pm 
Deacons –  Sunday,  October 14th at noon 
 

 

 

December 1st 9am – 2pm 
 

Projects are underway to prepare for the 
fair! We are looking to have a workday 
later this fall so stay tuned for more 
information. If you have any ideas for 
projects, please see Deb Field. 

 

Remember to shop AmazonSmile! 

Amazon.com offers an amazing income 
opportunity for non-profit groups and Chester 
Congregational Baptist Church is part of 
AmazonSmile. You do not need to set up a new 
Amazon.com account and your purchase price 
does not increase. Amazon is willing to share its 
sales commission with non-profits. All it takes is 
anyone who wants to make an online purchase 
using Amazon.com.  Use the Amazon link below to 
start shopping: 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-6006795
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Sunday, October 7th 
World Communion Sunday 

Neighbors in Need and World Missions Offerings 
Disaster Relief Offering 

Rockingham Association Meeting 
Sunday, October 7th at 1:30pm 

 

The Fall Meeting of the UCC Rockingham Association will be held on October 7th at First Parish 
in East Derry beginning at 1:30pm. We will conduct our business meeting first, then, after a short 
break, will begin a service of Installation at 3:00pm for Deborah Gline Allen in a Four-Way 
Covenant. 

 

 

 

 

 
FALL 2018 BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUPS 

Afternoon: 
Mondays, 12:30 to 2:00 pm,  October 1 to November 12 

(We will not meet on Columbus Day) 
Location: Epping Regional Health Center,212 Calef Highway (Route 125), Epping, NH 

 

Evening: 
Tuesdays, 5:30 to 7:00 pm, October 2 to November 6 

Or 
Wednesdays, 5:30-7:30 pm, October 3 to November 7 

Location: RVNA & Hospice Office, 137 Epping Road, Exeter, NH 

 

 These six-week interactive support groups will explore the grieving process and provide an oppor-
tunity for members to meet in a safe, supportive environment and share with others who are coping with 
the loss of a loved one. 
 Monthly Drop-In Grief Support Group also available on the 3rd Monday of every month. 
 Groups are free and open to the public. Minimum enrollment is 4 participants. To register, please 
call Jane Oldfield-Spearman or Martha Carlson at: 603-772-2981 
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Church Work Day 
 

Saturday, October 27th 
8am to noon 

Rain date is Saturday, November 3rd  

Global Ministry Fair 

Friday, October 19 beginning at 1 PM 

NH Conference Center, 140 Sheep Davis Road, Pembroke 
 

The program will feature guests from the United Church of Christ in 
Zimbabwe, and the Rev. Marco Cable, Area Executive for Africa of 
Common Global Ministries. The afternoon will include worship, 
presentations on the church in Zimbabwe, the shape of our ministry 
in the southern nations of Africa, and conversation about ministry 

and volunteer opportunities through Global Ministries. 



Scarecrows 

 

Thanks to Don and Jackie Brown for putting up our scarecrows again this year! We 
have a gardener, the reader of the Declaration of Independence, a bride with a run-a-
way groom and the couple in front of the vestry. Thanks! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hampstead Congregational Church  
Hampstead, NH  

WILL BE HOSTING 
 

AN EUCUMENICAL SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE  
 

on Friday, October 12th, 2018 7:00-:8:00 pm  
 

An ecumenical service to remember our loved ones.  
 

A gathering will follow the service to provide support and resources to people and 
families affected by loss due to the opioid crisis.  
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2018 Annual Meeting, NH Conference, United Church of Christ 

This is the day of the poured out spirit.  
Dreamers and Visionaries arise.  

Saturday, October 20, 2018  
8:00 AM – 4:15 PM  

Grappone Center – 70 Constitution Avenue – Concord, NH 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clergy and Delegates are called to attend…  

Visitors are invited and welcome to attend!  

Register now for the 217th Annual Meeting of the Gathered New Hampshire Conference, United 
Church of Christ.  

THEME: The theme of our meeting this year is, “this is the day of the poured out spirit. 
Dreamers and Visionaries arise.” The theme is rooted in the words of Joel (2:28), “I will pour out 
my Spirit on all flesh.”  

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: The Rev. Dr. Stephen Ray, Jr., newly appointed President of Chicago 
Theological Seminary, will deliver the keynote address. Rev. Dr. Ray also serves as the President 
of the Society for the Study of Black Religion. Having written and lectured broadly in the areas of 
Systematic Theology, African American religion, human rights and the intersection of religion 
and politics, his current work focuses on reinvigorating the public square as a place for all, and 
reclaiming a vital expression of progressive religion in that project.  

Further details and registration information may be found at: http://nhcucc.org/conference-
ministries/2018-annual-meeting or in the Weekly News.  

http://nhcucc.org/conference-ministries/2018-annual-meeting
http://nhcucc.org/conference-ministries/2018-annual-meeting
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The Deacons for 2018 are Gen Rowell, Mary Hamblett, Deb Field, Marge Pagliuca and Paul 
Scott.   

With a few highs and lows the crisper autumn weather has arrived. Love 
the feeling of fall in the air. There is a lot to look forward to in the 
coming weeks as the scarecrows come out to play and the choir returns 
to our worship services. Soon we will be gathering our wares and 
preparing for the Christmas in the Village Fair. It’s not too early to start 
gathering your ideas and making some homemade crafts for the fair. 
Please contact Deb Field if you have any ideas about what you might like 
to make. We will need to plan ahead to have enough space. 
 
Autumn is a great time to begin a prayer shawl. Sitting beside your 

fireplace in the chilly evenings with a nice cup of tea is a nice way to unwind, meditate and 
mindfully say prayers to the unknown people who will receive such a heartfelt gift. It seems like 
many need the shawls during the fall, winter and spring. The Prayer Shawl Ministry can always 
use more knitters or people who crochet. Yarn is available in the church. Your contact deacon is 
Deb Field. Deb Field will provide copies of prayer shawl patterns for knit and crochet so that we 
can make sure the shawls go around shoulders. 
 
Choir rehearsals have begun and we welcome any who would like to join our motley crew. 
Rehearsals are from 7:00pm sharp until 8:30 pm every Thursday evening. In order to have 
consistency and run through the music, music director Mark Lutton has asked that everyone be 
on time. 
 
While sanctuary flowers are being coordinated through the church office, we do understand that 
occasions arise when we might find it too late to let Frances know or we have some flowers we 
would like to share following an event that was, perhaps, unexpected. Please don’t hesitate to 
bring flowers to church if that is the case. We have wonderful marble topped tables that can 
display your flowers – and fresh is always better than the artificial arrangements we have. Please 
check with Frances BEFORE bringing flowers for worship if you would like them in memory of 
someone and wish it published in the bulletin. Typically flowers are not displayed on the first 
Sunday of the month as it is always communion Sunday. 
 
We will have a baptism in October as well as World Communion Sunday on the first Sunday of 
October – October 7th. We also would like to remind you that Pastor Linda will once again be 
substitute teaching at Chester Academy and school is back in session. 

The deacons would like to remind all of our members to post your comments and photos of 
church activities to our Facebook page. Please be sure you are posting to Chester 
Congregational Baptist Church on Facebook. You should see the web address for our 
church underneath the name – it will say chesternhchurch.org. Other pages are not administered 
and not affiliated with our church, even though you might see a photo of our church. 
 
The purpose of the Deacons fund is to help those in times of need. Please consider donating to the 
Deacons Fund so that the funds are there when someone is experiencing a crisis. As a reminder, 
please contact the Deacon of the Month, or if you are in Chester, Gen Rowell or Deb Field and 
they can get word to Pastor Linda. As always, if it is a true emergency you may, of course, call 
the parsonage directly.  
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Current Food Pantry needs:  
 Cereal      Powdered drink mixes Oatmeal 
 Peanut Butter    Canned Fruit   Macaroni & Cheese
 Spaghetti O’s or other canned pasta Jams and Jellies  Pancake mix  
 BBQ Condiments—mustard, ketchup, relish, etc. 
 
**Supermarket gift cards are always welcome ($15, $20, $25 and $30 amounts) ** 
  Please contact Cindy at 887-4626 if you have any questions.  

Thanks.   Cindy McLaughlin 

The Board of Resources and Finance for 2018  consists of  Nate Rockwell, Norman Field, Donna 
Foote, Jean Gagnon and Penny Henderson. 

As we begin the beautiful season of autumn in our town, we are 
seeing the traditional scarecrows making their heartwarming 
appearances all over town! We are presently showcasing a farmer 
in our Church garden, the reading of the Declaration of 
Independence on the side of the building, and a bride with a 
somewhat reluctant groom near the Vestry! 

 

For the BORF autumn is a time of planning to do the necessary 
tasks to clean up and button down the properties before the 
winter. We have had some large limbs that have fallen from the old 
trees at the Parsonage, and there are others that have been 

weakened with age both at the Parsonage and the Church/Vestry. We are working with a tree 
service to look at options and costs to remedy this situation. 
 

We are also working to get the fuel oil contract with the town finalized, and making plans for 
cleaning up the grounds. We will be having our fall cleanup work day on Saturday October 27th 
from 8 am to 12 noon with a rain date of Saturday November 3. There will also be an additional 
announcement for a specific garden clean up and repair of the stone dust that washed away with 
our torrential rains of the summer! Please try to join us on these occasions if you are able! 

 

As you all are aware, the BORF is working to formulate a plan to address the necessary 
rehabilitation and restoration needs of our church building. We have sent out an appeal letter 
detailing the immediate need for an interim measure to stabilize the base of the tower with the 
goal of making the tower box as weather tight as possible before winter. We have seen a generous 
response toward the $12,026 quote we have and we thank all who have committed to date. We 
have not quite reached our goal so if you have not yet sent your donation we ask that you 
prayerfully consider giving as you are able. 
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DISASTER RELIEF OFFERING 
 TV, Internet and Newspapers have told us about the tragic impact that 
Hurricane Florence has had in the Carolinas, and that gas explosions have had in 
the nearby Massachusetts towns of Lawrence, Andover, and North Andover. 
When disasters strike, we want to help those who have been affected as soon as 
we can, but sometimes it takes a little looking to find the best way to get our funds 
to those who most need help. But we know that even if our funds aren’t the first to 
arrive, there is overwhelming need that lingers long after the immediate damage 
is done, so our donations will still be very welcome. Our Pastor investigated and 
found that our American Baptist denomination is already actively helping in 
North and South Carolina, and can put donations to good use immediately. Our 
neighboring UCC Conference in Massachusetts is also already actively helping 

residents in Lawrence, Andover, and North Andover. So we decided that the best way to help people 
affected by both disasters at the same time would be to have one offering for ‘Disaster Relief”, divide the 
amount given in half, with half to go to each denomination, (as we always do for Special Offerings). Then 
we will send one half to the ABC for hurricane relief, and send one half to the UCC of the 
Mass. Conference, to help with the recovery from gas explosions. To do this, we will be 
accepting a Free Will Offering on Sunday, September 30th  and Sunday, October 7th  at 
Worship, and we hope all will give as generously as their circumstances permit. 

 
PREVENTING DISASTER 

 Disasters can also be caused by systemic injustice that is ‘human-made’ and affects large parts of 
the population, when public policies don’t protect the most vulnerable in our population. The need to 
always “Care for the least of these” is a core value of the Christian faith that was handed down to us 
through the teachings and life of Jesus. Those involved in Christian mission find that emergency 
assistance is often needed to help those who are acutely suffering from systemic injustice, but it isn’t 
enough, because it doesn’t change the policies that cause the suffering. Christian advocacy is needed to 
promote and maintain public policies and programs that protect so many from a human caused disaster. 
Christian Advocates press elected officials and candidates of all parties to explain their positions on issues 
that affect those who are most endangered when the ‘safety net’ is not maintained. Churches could never 
provide all the services that the elderly and poor and disabled would need without the safety net that 
public programs provide. There is now research that shows us that some programs that have been in place 
for a period of time have indeed worked, and this is very good to see. Both denominations offer 
opportunities for us to get involved in Christian advocacy if we feel called to work for systems that are 
equitable for everyone.           
 The Los Angeles Times, in its May 2018 issue, reported on the results of research done at the 
University of Chicago that shows that five programs that were established in past years in the U.S. have 
succeeded in reducing poverty, and The Christian Century magazine included this in its June 6, 2018 
issue. These programs include; Social Security, Supplemental Security Income, Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families, Housing Assistance, and Food Stamps. Some of these have been referred to as 
’welfare programs’, but the research shows they have helped many of our fellow Americans to avoid the 
disaster of serious poverty. Social Security is the most successful of all. It has cut poverty 
among the elderly by 75%! It is hard to imagine what the situation of our elderly population would 
look like today without it. Some of us can remember how it changed the lives of our grandparents when it 
first began in the 1930’s. We know there are still many, many people who have only Social Security to live 
on. A sixth program, the Earned Income Tax Credit, has had a profound positive influence on the 
‘working poor’. Probably we all know a number of people in this group, people who are working hard for 
long hours at minimum wages, and often at two jobs. The ‘safety net’ helps to prevent disaster for them, 

The Missions/Christian Education Group for 2018—Joanne Millsaps, Lannie Crowley, Linda Noyes and 
Colleen Towle. 
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Opportunities to meet delegates from the United Church of Christ  
in Zimbabwe during October 2018 

 

All are welcome to attend any of these events: 
** Tuesday, Oct 16, 5-7pm, UCC North Hampton, Regional Gathering and potluck dinner 

 

**Tuesday, Oct 16, 6-8pm, South Congregational, Newport, Regional Gathering and appetizer/dessert social 
 

**Wednesday, Oct 17, 5-7pm, Jackson Community Church, Regional Gathering and potluck dinner 

 

**Thursday, Oct 18, 6-8pm, North Church, Portsmouth, Regional Gathering and potluck dinner 

 

**Friday, Oct 19, 1-5pm, NHC UCC Conference Center, Global Ministries Fair 

 

**Monday, Oct 22, 5:30-7:30pm, UCC Keene, Regional Gathering and potluck dinner 

 

**Wednesday, Oct 24, 5-7:30pm, NHC UCC Conference Center, Ukama Mission Group Open House and potluck 
dinner 

 

**Thursday, Oct 25, 6-8pm, Brookside Church, Manchester, Regional Gathering and potluck dinner 

 

**Monday, Oct 29, 10am-12pm, NHC UCC Conference Center, Worship and Farewell 
 

Also: 
Saturday, Oct 20, 8 am-4 pm, Grappone Center, Concord, NHC UCC Annual Meeting * Ukama workshop/panel 
discussion * Registration required 

 

 

Zimbabwe Guests Biographical Information: 
 

Rev. Dr. Menson Mpofu, the delegation leader, is pastor of the Ivene Church in Gweru, partnered with the South 
Newbury Union Church, as well as head chaplain for the Midlands State University, with a student body of over 
23,000. He is married and has three adult daughters and five grandchildren. He earned a Master of Divinity and 
Doctor of Divinity degree from Chicago Theological Seminary. He has been involved in higher education teaching 
and program development for much of his career as an ordained minister. Dr. Mpofu has visited New Hampshire 
previously and has been active in nurturing Ukama. 
 

Sitshengisiwe Tsododo is a member of the Ivene Church in Gweru, partnered with the South Newbury Union 
Church. She is married and has an 18 year old son and a 14 year old daughter. She is employed as an Occupational 
Health Nurse. She chairs the Ukama partnership for the Western Conference of UCCZ and is a member of 
Ruwadzano and the Volunteers Council. Mrs. Tsododo is looking forward to visiting health care facilities while she is 
in New Hampshire. 
 

Abigail Sithole is a member of the Eastlea Church in Harare, partnered with the First Congregational Church of 
Wilmot. Mrs. Sithole in married and has three young children – two boys and a girl. She is chairperson of the Ukama 
Committee in the Eastlea Church and is a member of Ruwadzano. Mrs. Sithole enjoys traveling and reading, and is 
looking forward to visiting hospitals and programs for at-risk children while in New Hampshire. 
 

Samuel Mwayingeni is coming from City Central Church in Mutare, Zimbabwe to strengthen Ukama with their 
partner South Congregational Church in Newport. He is the foreman at a banana plantation and his wife, Grace, and 
three young children are very excited for him to make his first visit to the USA. Samuel is a graduate of Mt Selinda 
School and knows the UCCZ very well. He was host and constant companion the South Church visitors who went in 
2015 to build a Fellowship Kitchen and again in 2017 when they went to attend the Farewell Party for Rev. Liberty 
Maadza. 
 

Danniford Mupangi Masunungure is a member of the Chiredzi Church, partnered with the First Congregational 
Church of Walpole. Mr. Masunungure is married and has three adult children. He is a member of his local church’s 
Pastor Parish Relations Committee, and an elder representing his church at the Chiredzi Chapter of the Zimbabwe 
Council of Churches. He enjoys watching soccer, reading, and singing. 
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Chester Congregational Baptist Church 
October, 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 
6:30pm 
BORF 
meeting 

4 
7pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

5 
 

6 

7 
Neighbors in 
Need & World 
Mission 
offerings 
 

8 9 10 11 
7pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

12 
7pm 
Ecumenical 
Service of 
Remembrance 

Hampstead 
Cong. 
Church 

13 

14 
11am 
Deacons 
meeting 

15 
 

16 17 
10am 
FIGGS 
meeting 

18 
7pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

19 
1pm 
NHCUCC 
Global 
Ministry 
Fair 

20 
NHCUCC 
Annual 
meeting 

21 
10am 
Baptism 
during 
Worship 

22 23 24 25 
7pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

26 27 
8am-noon 
Work Day 
9am-noon 
Food Pantry 
open in 
Vestry 

28 29 30 31 
 

   

Sunday Church Services: 
*10:00am Family Worship  
*Communion is on the first  Sunday  of 
every month* 
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Chester Congregational Baptist Church 
United Church of Christ and American Baptist Churches 

 

Worship Service 
Family Worship          10 am 

**Communion is received the first Sunday of every month** 
Join us for Coffee Hour in the Vestry following Worship 

 
Office Hours  

 Admin. Assistant:   Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday  9am to noon 
 Pastor Rackliffe:   By appointment 
 

Staff 
  Pastor:      The Rev. Linda J. Rackliffe 
  Music Director:             Mark Lutton 
  Administrative Assistant:     Frances Kenison 
  Custodian:               Teresa Rogers 
 

Community Food Pantry 
Open 4th Saturday of each month, 9am to noon, in the Vestry. 

For more information call:  Cindy McLaughlin at 887-4626 
 

Contact Us 
  Parsonage Phone:  603-887-4792 
  Pastor Email:    chesternhpastor@mygsc.com 
  Music Director Email: chestermusic@marklutton.com 
  Office Phone:      603-887-4799 
  Office Email:      chesterchurchoffice@gsinet.net 
  Church Website:     chesternhchurch.org 

 

http://www.chesternhchurch.org./

