Village Church
Times
Chester Congregational Baptist Church

Catch the Spirit
May, 2018
Upcoming Events
Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 13th
Congregational Meeting
Sunday, May 20th at 11am in the Vestry
Pentecost
Sunday, May 20th ~ Wear Red!
Memorial Day
Monday, May 28th
June Jubilee
Saturday, June 2nd ~ 9am to 2pm

Please join us every Sunday for Worship
10:00am Family Worship and Children’s Sunday School
Communion is the 1st Sunday of every month
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Lines from linda,
Don’t remember the prior things; don’t ponder ancient history. Look! I’m doing a new thing; now it
sprouts up; don’t you recognize it? I’m making a way in the desert, paths in the wilderness.
(Isaiah 43:18-19 CEB)
In the church the most used words are: “We've never done it that way” or “We've always done it
this way.” These words tend to be stumbling blocks to our involvement in a changing world. We
want the security of the past, even if it does not seem to be working today.
It is no secret that this church is in the midst of change. I am a part-time pastor. The
congregation has a lot of gray hair and does not often hear the laugh of a child in worship.
However, I believe God is moving in a new way in this church.
For two days in April, Gen Rowell and I attended a workshop entitled “Part-time Pastors, Fulltime Church.” We learned that a large percentage of the churches in New England are served by
part-time pastors. In fact there is an Episcopal church in Vermont that has had no paid staff for
20 years. Yes they are small, but they are not dying. The small church with a part-time pastor
appears to be the church of the future. Ironically, in many ways it was the church of the past if
you look at the beginning of Christianity in homes. While I came back tired and overloaded with
information, I felt an energy of renewal through this experience. We do have a lot of work to do in
setting priorities for what I am to do as pastor in a limited amount of time and what the
congregation needs to do to make this happen. It means letting go of some of the old and learning
new skills.
Notice that the prophet Isaiah writes about a new thing sprouting up. He does not say that it just
appears out of nowhere. It has to grow. Think about this in a gardening metaphor. A few tasks for
the gardener include: preparing the soil, fertilizing, planting, watering, and pruning. These take
work and time and energy. As a congregation following the call of God to make disciples, we are
to help this new thing grow.
Right now we are in the preparing the soil part as we continue our conversations on how we can
do and be church. To add to these conversations, for most of April I was preaching about the UCC
mission statement 'Be the Church' and the concepts that go along with it. People have actually
been talking about some of the sermons and we made a small change in the Coffee Hour. After
mentioning a few things about saving God's creation, it was decided that we would no longer use
paper cups for coffee after church. This may be a small step, but there was less trash the first
week this started.
Conversations together and preaching themes are just the beginning. We will continue the
discussion after church on Sunday, May 20. There will be a light lunch and conversation
around the table about what we see as our purpose as a church and we may be able to move to the
next step and get to discussing God's call to us as a church.
Everyone, whether a member or not, are invited to join in these congregational
gatherings to discern what new thing God is bringing to Chester Congregational
Baptist Church. By the way that is also the day of Pentecost, the birthday of the
church. Come and celebrate by wearing red!

Shalom,
Pastor Linda
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Upcoming Board Meetings:
BORF – TBD
Deacons – No May meeting
Angela, Shirley, Ron and Trebor, friends of Congregational Meeting—Sunday, June
10th at 11am
Judy Balk
Jack Arnold, Sandy and Hilary Hall's uncle
(Lois Lee Hall's brother)
Carol and Skip Corwin, Lynn Rockwell's
mother and her husband
Bree Coward, Nate and Lynn Rockwell's niece
Bill Curtin
Joyce Diemer
Debbie Drew, prayers for son and family
Chip Frost
Elva Hawkins
Bob Henderson
Hayden Lane
John Lighthall
Janet MacGray
Annette, Avery, Linda and Ken Millsaps,
Cliff's family members
Allan Poole, Nate Rockwell's cousin
Brenda Price
Barbara Rice
Elaine Storlazzi, friend of Colleen Towle
Sally St. Clair
Dean Towlas
Ruth Verrocchi, Joanne Millsap's sister
The people of Zimbabwe



Priscilla Schumm’s family is deeply
appreciative of and grateful for the
warmth, generosity, and goodwill
accorded us as we gathered to remember
her life of love, service, and faith. Your
support then and throughout the period
of her ill health was a blessing. We offer
For those who are in Nursing Homes...
a particular word of thanks to those who
Evelyn Wise
planned, provided, and served a
Our prayers and sympathy go out to the
delicious luncheon enjoyed by all as we
families of…
Wesley Belisle, the NH boy who was swept out gathered to share memories and stories.
to sea in NC

Thank you, one and all.
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Creating and Leading the 21st Century Church
Information Session: May 5th ~ 9:30 a.m. to noon
A New Thing Task Force of the NH Conference is offering a two year leadership
development class modeled after the UCC Pension Board's Next Generation Leadership
Initiative and the Lutheran Forward Leadership Program. The first year will be curriculumbased, covering the topics of: Family Systems, Good Communications, Adaptive Change,
Managing Conflict, Deep Vision, and Creativity and Innovation. The second year will be a peerfocused cohort approach as the concepts are applied in individual churches. This will include a
congregational assessment tool and great teachers.
The Task Force is offering an informational session on the class on Saturday, May 5, from 9:30
a.m. to noon, at the Conference Center. This session is free and will give you the information you
need to commit to the longer and more in-depth class. To register, or with questions, please
contact Rev. Gayle Murphy at gaylem121@gmail.com.
This class will be partially funded by the Pembroke Fund of the NH Conference and has been
endorsed by the Clergy Support Ministry and local Associations of the Conference.



ROCKINGHAM ASSOCIATION ANNUAL SPRING MEETING
and INSTALLATION OF REV. TARA OLSEN ALLEN
at PILGRIM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST,197 Middle Rd, Brentwood
SUNDAY, May 6th
COMING TOGETHER: BUILDING THE BELOVED COMMUNITY
1:15-1:30
Informal fellowship with beverages and light snacks
1:30-2:45
Business Meeting and catching up
2:45
Break and prepare for Installation
3:00
Installation Service (Clergy are invited to process in full celebratory vestments! Red
is the color!)
After service Continued Fellowship and Refreshments
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New Hampshire Gay Men's Chorus
Celebrating 20 Years: A Generation of Music
Spring Concert Series
Saturday, May 5, 2018 at 7:30 pm
First Baptist Church of Nashua, 121 Manchester St., Nashua
Sunday, May 6, 2018 at 4:00 pm
Joint performance with the
Unitarian Universalist Choir
Derryfield School, 2108 River Road, Manchester
Saturday, May 19, 2018 at 7:30 pm
Joint performance with the Unitarian Universalist Choir
Wesley United Methodist Church, 79 Clinton Street, Concord
Sunday, May 20, 2018 at 4:00 pm
South Church, 292 State Street, Portsmouth

Admission:
Adult (ages 13 through 64) – $22; Senior (ages 65+) and Veteran – $17; Children (ages 12 and
under) are admitted FREE.
Tickets are available online at www.nhgmc.com. Tickets are also always available to purchase
at the door of your concert.

Rockingham Choral Society
60th Annual Spring Concert
Join the Rockingham Choral Society as we celebrate our 60th Annual Spring Concert by
presenting Songs, sonnets and more…featuring the music of George Shearing, John Rutter and
Bob Chilcott.
Saturday, May 5th at 7:30 p.m.
St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church, 187 East Rd., Hampstead
Sunday, May 6th at 3:00 p.m.
The Congregational Church in Exeter, 21 Front St., Exeter
This concert will focus on the lighter music of John Rutter and others and some of William
Shakespeare’s songs and sonnets set to music by jazz pianist and composer George Shearing. Sir Shearing
is better known for his songs, Lullaby of Birdland and September in the Rain but has said he particularly
enjoyed working on these songs and sonnets of Shakespeare and enjoyed “collaborating” with Mr.
Shakespeare as well as Frank Metis, and Sr. Shearing’s very good friend, John Rutter, who guest
conducted the first performance of these Songs and Sonnets.
General admission is $12.00 in advance and $15.00 at the door. Seniors and Students are $10.00
in advance and $12.00 at the door. Children 11 and under are free. Advance tickets can be purchased at
our website, www.rockinghamchoralsociety.org , or by calling 603-988-9676 or directly from members of
the Society.
Since 1957 the Rockingham Choral Society has been performing great choral music in an effort to
expand and enhance cultural experiences through dedication to the highest possible musical performance
standards and has a diverse membership of young and mature singers from many walks of life and
communities across the seacoast region and southern NH.
The Rockingham Choral Society is conducted by Andrew Gaydos and
accompanied by Ms. Jeannie Goodwin of Dover.
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Bereavement Support Groups ~ Spring 2018
Rockingham VNA & Hospice will be offering 6 week Bereavement Support Groups, starting on
May 7th, at the Hospice offices, 137 Epping Road, Exeter. A Monday afternoon group, from 12:30-2:00,
and a Tuesday evening group, from 5:30-7:00, are planned.
These six-week interactive support groups will explore the grieving process and provide an
opportunity for those who are grieving to meet in a safe, supportive environment and share with others
who are also grieving.
These groups are free to the public, but registration is required. For more information and to
register, please call Jane Oldfield-Spearman, Bereavement Services Coordinator, at 603-772-2981.


STARTING MULTI-CULTURAL FRESH EXPRESSIONS WORKSHOP
May 19th ~ 9:30 am - 3:30 pm
First Baptist Church, 121 Manchester Street, Nashua
Since so many churches can be culturally homogeneous, one of the biggest opportunities for local
churches is to start fresh expressions for people from different cultures.
How might your church identify the other cultures near you that God might be sending you to?
How can your church avoid natural cultural biases that inhibit cross-cultural work?
How can your church effectively work with leaders from different cultures?
What does it mean for your church to be multi-culturally Mission-Shaped?
What are some practical tools for starting multi-cultural fresh expressions in your context?
Explore these questions and more with Dr. Iosmar Alvarez.
Dr. Iosmar Alvarez has planted 3 Hispanic Churches in Kentucky in the past 10 years. Dr. Alvarez
is a prolific author on leadership development and church growth, having 4 books written in
those subjects. Additionally, Dr. Alvarez is a certified coach for SLI & Path1, the national UMC
recognized agencies for church planting, development and transformation. Currently, Dr. Alvarez
serves as Senior Pastor for Fuente De Avivamiento/Spring of Revival with 400+ members and
100 home churches. Dr. Alvarez has the honor to train leaders nationwide on how to plant
churches and develop church culture and processes to make disciples.
Register at: www.FreshExpressionsUS.org/Event/MultiCulturalWorkshop
Cost: $20 ABCVNH Affiliates

Congregational Gathering and Lunch
Sunday, May 20th at 11am
We will continue the discussion started in March about the following
questions: Who are we? What is our purpose? What is God calling us to do?
What will we do to answer God’s calling? This is also Pentecost Sunday so
please wear red to church today.
Congregational Meeting
Sunday, June10th at 11am
There will be a congregational meeting in the church right after worship and then we will move
to the Vestry for lunch and conversation. We will continue the discussion: Who are we? What is
our purpose? What is God calling us to do? What will we do to answer God’s calling?
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June Jubilee!
Saturday, June 2nd
This is a rain or shine fundraiser for the Church! Come shop for
treasures at the yard sale, find delicious treats at the bake sale,
enter to win gift certificates from local businesses in our raffle and
enjoy a wonderful BBQ meal.
We need volunteers! A sign-up sheet will be available in Church.
Donations for the yard sale! Donations are needed for the yard sale so please consider
donating your treasures. We are looking for items that are in good condition and clean
(no junk please!). We do not accept any clothing, TV's or electronics for this sale.
Donations will be accepted the week of May 27th Please contact the Church office at
887-4799 if you have any questions.


June Jubilee
Saturday, June 3rd ~ 9am to 2pm
* BBQ * Yard Sale * Bake Sale * Raffle *
BBQ served 11am to 2pm and includes choice of chicken,
hamburger, hot dog along with sides and a beverage.
Cost is $12 for chicken, $10 for hamburger or hot dog,
and $5 for a kid’s meal.
~ All proceeds benefit the Church ~
Chester Congregational Baptist Church
4 Chester Street, Chester, NH
www.chesternhchurch.org
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Happy May! Finally. We are seeing the buds on the trees, lawns greening up, early spring flowers
emerging from the snow damaged earth – ahhh Spring. There are a lot of events on the horizon in
our small church community. Mother’s Day will be coming up on Sunday, May 13 th and this year
all church attendees will be greeted with carnations of many colors. Instead of the same old red or
white we are going to grace our sanctuary with an abundance of color and everyone who has, or
who had a mother (hello, that’s all of us) will get a carnation. Pastor Linda will use “women in the
Bible” as a topic for her sermon that day.
Sunday May 20th is Pentecost, the birthday of the church. Please wear red! Even choir members
will be sporting their red on this Sunday in celebration of the birthday. The sanctuary will again
be decorated but no pews are reserved; sit anywhere you like! May 20th will also be our gathering
and conversation time as we move forward in discovering who we are and are not and where we
want to go with Pastor Linda. It will also be a nice way to open up conversations regarding how
we can streamline/combine our boards and practices to reflect our much changed times. June 2nd
will be the June Jubilee. I hope everyone will attend and if you can get your “yard sale” items to
the church either before or EARLY that morning it would be appreciated.
The Prayer Shawl Ministry can always use more knitters or people who crochet. Yarn is available
in the church. Your contact deacon is Deb Field. If you are donating yarn, please think about
some more cheerful colors when you donate. Right now we have a lot of dark green. Deb Field
will also be providing copies of prayer shawl patterns for knit and crochet so that we can make
sure the shawls go around shoulders.
While sanctuary flowers are being coordinated through the church office, we do understand that
occasions arise when we might find it too late to let Frances know or we have some flowers we
would like to share following an event that was, perhaps, unexpected. Please don’t hesitate to
bring flowers to church if that is the case. We have these wonderful marble topped tables that can
display your flowers – and fresh is always better than the artificial arrangements we have. Please
check with Frances BEFORE bringing flowers for worship if you would like them in memory of
someone and wish it published in the bulletin.
The purpose of the Deacons fund is to help those in times of need. Please consider donating to the
Deacons Fund so that the funds are there when someone is experiencing a crisis. As a reminder,
please contact the Deacon of the Month, or if you are in Chester, Gen Rowell or Deb Field and
they can get word to Pastor Linda. As always, if it is a true emergency you may, of course, call
the parsonage directly.
The Deacons for 2018 are Gen Rowell, Mary Hamblett, Deb Field, Marge Pagliuca and Paul
Scott.
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The BORF continues to do some preliminary work to determine the “Preservation Objectives”
required to complete the Conditions Assessment that was done last month.
This will finalize the report we will receive from Preservation Timber Framing and we can begin
really digging into the information provided to us. Nate, Donna, and Jean will be attending a
required workshop on May 1st to help us prepare the “Intent to Apply” form due in mid-May for
the 2019 LCHIP grant rounds. After the BORF has had a chance to review and prioritize….we
will plan an informational session for the congregation.
The new sound system has been installed! There are still some tweaks and equipment
modifications needed, but the huge improvement in sound quality and clarity from the pulpit
and hand held microphones are wonderful! This was a fairly large undertaking and we again
want to thank all who have made this possible by donations or taking the time to work out the
details and help set up and test the equipment with the supplier.
Cleaning up the grounds, getting the vegetable gardens ready (see separate update), and future
landscaping projects are the focus as we get into our warmer months! We had a very successful
“work day” on Saturday April 21 with 11 people raking, pruning, and cleaning out gardens. We
would like to continue these types of work day plans, possibly cleaning and organizing other
areas of the Church, Vestry, and Parsonage. Some thoughts are as follows, we are sure they may
be more:
1. Work on pruning and shaping the foundation plantings at the Parsonage.
2. Clean out areas of the front of the Sanctuary, back of the Vestry, and the many “nooks and
crannies (especially in the basement)” that have begun to gather “stuff”.
3. Repair any loose hymnal holders in the Sanctuary.
If you would like to take on a project…or suggest one, please see a member of the BORF. As
always, we would like to thank all who continue to help us with whatever is necessary to keep
our buildings and grounds in shape!
Respectfully submitted by the 2018 Board of Resources and Finance.
The Board of Resources and Finance for 2018 consists of Nate Rockwell, Norman Field, Donna
Foote, Jean Gagnon and Penny Henderson.
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Plans for 2018 Church Vegetable Garden –
UPDATE
If you have been by the Church yard these past few
days, you may have noticed that the garden area has
grown! Thanks to Teresa and her daughter Madeline,
we have 8 additional colorful beds to finish the garden
plot size! They are quite stunning if I may say so….and
we are going to need some help as we begin the “hard
stuff” to finish the project. Here is the basic plan:
1. Fill the new beds with composted soil, top off the old beds as needed.
2. Strip the sod/grass around the older beds and pergola by about 3-4” to help with weed
control.
3. Lay down landscape fabric between all beds and under the pergola.
4. Build and erect a wooden fence around the entire garden that matches the pergola and gate.
5. Cover all the paths and under the pergola with stone dust to create pathways and prevent
weeds and grass from growing.
If anyone is interested in helping either with “sweat equity” or financially to aid in purchasing the
necessary supplies, we would be grateful! We are still working out the details of “what to do first”
and will most likely communicate dates and times to do the physical work through “email blasts”
that Frances will send out.
The estimated cost for the wood, paint, landscape fabric, and stone dust will be about $500. If you
would like to donate to this wonderful (and tasty) cause, please put your donation in the offering
plate, or send it to the Church office specifying “Church Vegetable Garden Donation”.
Thank you in advance!
Submitted by Donna Foote


Current Food Pantry needs:
Cereal
Powdered drink mixes
Peanut Butter
Canned Fruit
Spaghetti O’s or other canned pasta
Jams and Jellies
BBQ Condiments—mustard, ketchup, relish, etc.

Oatmeal
Macaroni & Cheese
Pancake mix

**Supermarket gift cards are always welcome ($15, $20, $25 and $30 amounts) **
Please contact Cindy at 887-4626 if you have any questions.
Thanks. Cindy McLaughlin
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Brainstorming ideas are continuing with lunch and conversation on May 20th
(Pentecost). This is a valuable time that allows all to have a voice in helping our church move in
the right direction and help us work smarter, not harder. We want to focus on who we are rather
than who we are NOT. This will also help us to use our time and talents in a more efficient way.
Again, this is an informal exchange of ideas. Remember no idea is too silly. Oftentimes the best and
most productive procedures are formulated from silly ideas that people continue to build on until a
viable solution is reached.
Did you know? ANYONE can attend a Cabinet meeting. We encourage anyone who wishes
to attend to join in. This is not a select group to keep issues from the church membership! One
member from each Board should attend and the meetings are quarterly.
As I type this I want to emphasize that the Cabinet has voted NOT to have a regular 2nd
Quarterly Meeting, rather we have decided that a Whole Church meeting on June 10th is a
more productive use of time. The focus of this meeting will be with the B.O.R.F. and the
assessment of the church and application for aid. It is very important that all members hear,
discuss and ask questions as it will still involve considerable cost to the church. Please attend.
The Cabinet feels that this is too big of an item to be simply agreed or not by individual boards and
the B.O.R.F. has done extensive work on this up to this point.
Stay tuned for our August worship schedule. You will hear more in upcoming newsletters.
We will be partnering with Longmeadow Congregational Church having 2 services at Longmeadow
and 2 at Chester. The worship time for August will be 9:30am. Pastor Linda will preach at
Longmeadow and Reverend Gallot will preach at Chester. This is a wonderful opportunity to share
ideas and conversations with our “church down the road”.

~ Marge Pagliuca - Moderator


A MISSION MOMENT
Our small ‘Mission Group’ now consists of Colleen Towle, who volunteered
and has now been appointed by the Cabinet to serve on Missions, Linda Noyes,
Chr. of Christian Education, (to help these groups continue some Christian
Education activities with some mission activities), and Joanne Millsaps, Mission
Chair.
We met with Pastor Rackliffe on Thurs. April 26, and she was a great help to us in identifying some
realistic priorities. We are very thankful for the offerings given for local missions! These allowed us
to make modest gifts of support on behalf of our church to: Community Caregivers, UNH Campus
Ministry, the ABC and UCC Camping ministries, and the Women’s Prison Ministry. We also are
planning an Ice Cream Social to follow an Outdoor Worship Service on June 24th, which is a
continuation of a tradition of the Board of Christian Education to offer a multi-generational event
at this time of year. With this activity and the donations we made, we are seeking to combine the
outreach of both boards.

Joanne Millsaps, for Mission Group
The Board of Missions for 2018—Joanne Millsaps, Linda Noyes and Colleen Towle.
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MOTHERS AND PEACE
May brings us May flowers and also Mother’s Day on Sunday, May
13th. The woman who founded Mother’s Day intended it to be one day
in every year that would be dedicated to Peace. In the years since, our
efforts to honor mothers has obscured her original intention, but, on
reflection, there is probably no better way to honor mothers than to
dedicate ourselves, with God’s help, to a mission for Peace, in our
personal lives, families, communities, and the world. A lasting Peace
throughout the world could offer such amazing Hope to mothers for the possibility of long lives
and wellbeing for their children, and their children’s children, into the future, something all
mothers long for. A fear about what the future holds for our children, grandchildren, and for
future generations has probably always lurked within mothers, uniting them across nationalities,
races, and religions, but perhaps even more in this time of increasing global dependence on
escalating levels of violence to express grievances and resolve conflicts. Some of the quotes below
about Peace might offer some hope and inspiration to mothers not found in our usual greeting
cards.
Albert Einstein, “If only 2 percent of the population opposes war, we would cease having wars”,
(the ‘tipping point’ that he saw).
Dr. Martin Luther King, “ Now it is no longer non-violence or violence; it is non-violence or
non-existence.”
The Buddha, “Jesus is the most non-violent person who ever lived.”
Dwight D. Eisenhower, “Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket fired,
signifies in the final sense a theft from those who hunger and are not fed, and those who are cold
and are not clothed.”
The American Friends Service Committee (an organization of Quakers), held a “One
Minute for Peace Campaign” a few years ago. Their fund-raising goal for the year was $2.1
million, which is the amount that the U.S. military was then spending each minute.
(Author unknown), “War cannot defeat terrorism. War is terrorism. Hate cannot defeat hate,
only love can defeat hate.”
A fourth grade girl, “If you are lucky in this life, a window will appear on a battlefield between
two armies. When soldiers look into the window, they don’t see their enemies, they see
themselves as children and they stop fighting and go home and go to sleep. When they wake up,
the land is well again.”
And……. Jesus to his apostles, “Put down the sword.”

J. Millsaps, from Board of Missions
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Chester Congregational Baptist Church
May 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday Church
Services:
*10m Family Worship and
Sunday School
*Communion is on the
first Sunday of every
month*

1

2
6:30pm
BORF
meeting

3
7pm Choir
Rehearsal

4

5

6

8

9
10am
FIGGs
meeting

10

11

12

7

3pm
Rockingham
Assoc.
meeting and
Installation
service

7pm Choir
Rehearsal

13

14

15

16

17
7pm Choir
Rehearsal

18

19

20

21

22

23

24
7pm Choir
Rehearsal

25

26
9am-noon
Food Pantry
open in
Vestry

28

29

30

31
7pm Choir
Rehearsal

11am
Congregational

meeting

27

Chester Congregational Baptist Church Newsletter

Chester Congregational Baptist Church
United Church of Christ and American Baptist Churches
Worship Service and Sunday School
Family Worship
10 am
~ Children attend Sunday School during Worship ~
**Communion is received the first Sunday of every month**
Join us for Coffee Hour in the Vestry following Worship
Admin. Assistant:
Pastor Rackliffe:

Office Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9am to noon
By appointment

Staff
Pastor:
The Rev. Linda J. Rackliffe
Music Director:
Mark Lutton
Administrative Assistant:
Frances Kenison
Custodian:
Teresa Rogers
Community Food Pantry
Open 4th Saturday of each month, 9am to noon, in the Vestry.
For more information call: Cindy McLaughlin at 887-4626
Contact Us
Parsonage Phone: 603-887-4792
Pastor Email:
chesternhpastor@mygsc.com
Music Director Email: chestermusic@marklutton.com
Office Phone:
603-887-4799
Office Email:
chesterchurchoffice@gsinet.net
Church Website: chesternhchurch.org

