Village Church Times
Chester Congregational Baptist Church

Catch the Spirit
March 2018

Upcoming Events
Daylight Saving time begins
Sunday, March 11th ~~ turn your clocks ahead one hour
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
Sunday, March 11th
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
Saturday, March 17th ~~ 5-7pm in the Vestry
Congregational Gathering
Sunday, March 18th in the Vestry following Worship
Palm Sunday, March 25th
10am Worship service ~ Palm Sunday Cantata
Maundy Thursday, March 29th
6:30pm Service in the Vestry
Good Friday, March 30th
Greater Derry Ecumenical Service ~ TBA
Easter Sunday, April 1st
6:30am Easter Dawn Service followed by a Resurrection Breakfast
10am Family worship
Please join us every Sunday for Worship
10:00am Family Worship and Children’s Sunday School
Communion is the 1st Sunday of every month
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lines from linda,
“No one sews a piece of new, unshrunk cloth on old clothes; otherwise, the patch tears away
from it, the new from the old, and makes a worse tear. No one pours new wine into old leather
wineskins; otherwise, the wine would burst the wineskins and the wine would be lost and the
wineskins destroyed. But new wine is for new wineskins.” (Mark 2:21-22 CEB)

These two verses remind us that often the old and the new do not mix. This is not what we want
to hear because we want to hold onto the old. We want to keep our cherished traditions and do
things the way we have always done them. However, in an ever changing world some of the old
ways do not work. There are some churches in New Hampshire which still have carriage houses
as part of their property. Are we willing to go back to the horse and buggy days or do we prefer
these new fangled vehicles called cars?
Some changes are good and some are not. We should not embrace change just for the sake of
change, but there are times when changes are necessary. The original church building was not
built for things such as a basement, electricity, central heating, running water, or sound systems.
However, all were added through the years.
Because the world around us is changing, the church needs to look at how to be the church in
today's world. We need to examine what types of changes are appropriate and necessary. To
accomplish this we will come together as a church for discussion and brainstorming sessions.
Our conversations will revolve around the following questions:
Who are we?
What is our purpose?
What is God calling us to do?
What will we do to answer God’s calling?
The information gleaned from these conversations will then be compiled and used to determine
how the church should relate the world today. This information will also enable the church to
have a structure through the By-laws which matches the ministry of the church rather than the
ministry trying to fit into the structure.
All are invited to a light lunch and gathering in the Vestry after worship on March 18 in order
to begin the discussion what we can do to “Be the Church” in the world today. Please make every
effort to attend because this is a time when every voice in the church is needed.

Shalom,
Pastor Linda
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Upcoming Board Meetings:
BORF – Wednesday, March 7th at 6:30pm
Deacons – Sunday, March 11th at noon
Angela, Shirley, Ron and Trebor, friends of Cabinet— Sunday, March 25th
Judy Balk

Jack Arnold, Sandy and Hilary Hall's uncle
(Lois Lee Hall's brother)
Bud Bethune
Carol Corwin, Lynn Rockwell's mother
Bree Coward, Nate and Lynn Rockwell's niece
Bill Curtin
Joyce Diemer
Debbie Drew, prayers for son and family
Chip Frost
Bryan Hall, Sandy and Hilary Hall's cousin
(Bud Hall's nephew)
Isaac, Dick and Marion Hazelton's grandson
Maundy Thursday, March 29th
Hayden Lane
Janet MacGray
† 6:30pm Commemoration of the Last
Annette, Avery, Linda and Ken Millsaps,
Supper in the Church Vestry and will
Cliff's family member
include a simple meal along with
Allan Poole, Nate Rockwell's cousin
Communion.
Brenda Price
Barbara Rice
Good Friday, March 30th
Elaine Storlazzi, friend of Colleen Towle
Colleen Towle
Greater Derry Ecumenical Good
Dean Towlas
Friday service to be announced.
Cate Veazey, LynnRockwell's sister
The people of Zimbabwe
For those who are in Nursing Homes...
Evelyn Wise
Our prayers and sympathy go out to the
families of…
Forrest Brown who died on January 11th
Marianne Larimer, friend of Mel and Judy
Balk, who passed away on January 23rd
The Rev. Priscilla R. Schumm who died on
Ash Wednesday, February 14th
Barbara Tudor, Cliff and Joanne Millsap's
niece, died February 19th

Easter Sunday, April 1st
† Easter Dawn outside service is at
6:30am followed by a “Resurrection
Breakfast” in the Vestry.
† A celebration of Christ’s resurrection in
Family Worship is at 10:00am.
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Daylight Saving time begins
Turn clocks ahead one hour on
Sunday, March 11th


One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
Sunday, March 11th
But there is hope!
Better yet: we are that hope!
As the Apostle Paul writes, “by the power at work within us,” God is able to “accomplish
abundantly more than we can ask or imagine” (Ephesians 3:20). “We are the agents of
transformation that God uses to transfigure this world” (Archbishop Desmond Tutu).
Wishing and dreaming of a better world means nothing if we don’t realize that God gives
us community to practice love and compassion. We cannot only care for ourselves, but we must
also care about those around us, both near and far.
Our gifts become part of a loving legacy in ways we can’t foresee. Our gifts become
blessings to people we don’t know and blesses in ways we can’t expect. We can make a
difference beyond what we can imagine.
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ABC VNH Annual Gathering 2018
March 2nd and 3rd
The Annual Gathering next year will take place on March 2-3,
2018 at the Fireside Inn and Suites in West Lebanon, NH.
Rev. Sharon Koh, Executive Director of International
Ministries will be speaking on Friday, and Rev. Dr. Lee Spitzer, General Secretary
of ABCUSA will be speaking on Saturday.


Annual St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
Saturday, March 17th ~ 5-7pm in the Vestry
Please join us for our annual corned beef dinner!
Cost is $13 for adults and $5 for children
under 12, payable at the door.
All proceeds will benefit the Church.
We are in need of volunteers and food donations.
If you can help out, please contact Linda Noyes
at 887-3291.


Congregational Gathering
Sunday, March 18th
We will meet in the Vestry following worship
and enjoy a lunch with discussion.



Sunday, March 25th
10:00am Worship service

“A Journey to Hope – A Cantata Inspired by Spirituals”

By Joseph A. Martin
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Easter Flowers
It’s time to order your Easter plants, which will grace our sanctuary on Easter morning, April 1st.
After the service you may bring them home or arrangements can be made to have them delivered
to shut-ins.
Please mail in this form, along with your check made out to the Chester Congregational Baptist
Church, to the church office by Tuesday, March 20th
Name:
Address:

_____
_____
______

Phone:
Given in memory of

______

_____

Or
in celebration of

______

I would like to order the following Easter plants....

Number of Plants

Total

Amount

6” Tulip
_
$10.00
$
(Colors available: white, pink, red, purple, yellow or orange)
6” Daffodil

$10.00

$

6" Hyacinth

$10.00

$

6" Lily

$10.00

$

Double Lily

$22.00

$

Triple Lily

$30.00

$

Total # of plants:

Total enclosed $

____

I will pick up my plants after the Easter morning service.
I would like to have my plants delivered to shut-ins.
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We’re finishing out February on a wave of snow combined with seasonably
strange temperatures! Let the strange stay with us – please. I would love an
early spring. The annual meeting was nice and short and there was a call to
action as we begin, on March 18th, to brainstorm who we are and where we
want to go. Pastor Linda has several questions for us and we will discuss over
a nice lunch right after worship. Perhaps we can streamline some of the
boards and put some of our talents to work where they are most needed.
The change to a 10:00 am worship time has seemingly gone forward without
too much of a hitch. It sure does give us ample time for after worship socializing, meetings and
what have you. The deacons would like to thank Norman Field for taking down the wreaths before
the Ash Wednesday service.
The Ash Wednesday service on February 14th was a truly wonderful experience as we joined with
Longmeadow Congregational Church. It was so nice to have a pretty full congregation and Pastor
Linda and Rev. Ruth were awesome as Good Cop, Bad Cop! The deacons encourage you to look at
the cloth adorning the worship table. It will remain there during Lent. Perhaps a new tradition has
been started where we place our mark with ashes on the cloth.
While sanctuary flowers are being coordinated through the church office, we do understand that
occasions arise when we might find it too late to let Frances know or we have some flowers we
would like to share following an event that was, perhaps, unexpected. Please don’t hesitate to bring
flowers to church if that is the case. We have these wonderful marble topped tables that can display
your flowers – and fresh is always better than the artificial arrangements we have. Please check
with Frances BEFORE bringing flowers for worship if you would like them in memory of someone
and wish it published in the bulletin.
The Prayer Shawl Ministry can always use more knitters or people who crochet. Yarn is available in
the church. Your contact deacon is Deb Field. If you are donating yarn, please think about some
more cheerful colors when you donate. Right now we have a lot of dark green. Deb Field will also
be providing copies of prayer shawl patterns for knit and crochet so that we can make sure the
shawls go around shoulders.
We have several people who are going to become members of our church on March 4th. I encourage
you all to come to worship that morning as we want to give them a good welcome. We will also have
one of these new members who will be baptized that morning.
The choir is busy preparing the cantata A Journey to Hope: A Cantata Inspired by Spirituals by
Joseph M. Martin. We will be singing this on Palm/Passion Sunday, March 25th. Please plan to
come and listen as our choir is small but mighty and works very hard to bring music to the
congregation.
The purpose of the Deacons fund is to help those in times of need. Please consider donating to the
Deacons Fund so that the funds are there when someone is experiencing a crisis. As a reminder,
please contact the Deacon of the Month, or if you are in Chester, Gen Rowell or Deb Field and they
can get word to Pastor Linda. As always, if it is a true emergency you may, of course, call the
parsonage directly.
The Deacons for 2018 are Gen Rowell, Mary Hamblett, Deb Field, Marge Pagliuca and Paul
Scott.
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Some very exciting news received by the BORF was the acceptance of our application to the NH
Preservation Alliance to fund 50% of the $6000 Conditions Assessment that we have been working
toward for several months! We are finally going to be able to get a professional “top to bottom”
written and pictorial assessment of our Church building. This will enable us to create a short and
longer term “go forward” plan to determine which projects are a priority. More important, this
assessment is necessary for our next step which is to apply for additional grants from LCHIP (Land
and Community Heritage Investment Program) to help fund some of the future repairs and
restorations. Some problems with leaking are obvious; other issues will be uncovered, hopefully
before they become more serious. Our plan is to get this report, review it as a Board, and prepare
and present our findings and initial plans to the Church body. We are already making
arrangements to attend some required workshops on May 1st so we can be prepared to generate the
“Intent to Apply” form due in mid-May for the 2019 grant rounds.
The BORF has secured funds for replacing the sound system, has selected a supplier and is in the
process of coordinating the activities needed to get the system installed. Thanks to all who are
involved in this project and please be willing to “lend an ear” if asked when we get to the point of
fine tuning this!
The BORF also welcomes Mike Pagliuca as our new Church Treasurer. We want to give a heartfelt
“Thank You” to Allan Bowie for the many years of work he did in this role! We look forward to
working with Mike in this important position.
As always, the BORF would like to thank all who continue to offer help any time we need it! We
look forward to a very interesting, busy, and productive 2018!
Respectfully submitted by the 2018 Board of Resources and Finance.
The Board of Resources and Finance for 2018 consists of Nate Rockwell, Norman Field, Donna Foote,
Jean Gagnon, and Penny Henderson.



AmazonSmile update!
Thanks to the folks who have used AmazonSmile for your purchases! We just
received a quarterly donation distribution of $8.05 from the Amazonsmile
program. I know that it may not seem like much money however it is a great start!
Please click on the link below to shop on Amazon:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-6006795

Chester Congregational Baptist Church Newsletter

AN ANNUAL MISSION MOMENT IN FEBRUARY
In February each year at Prepared To Serve, the day begins with a buffet breakfast
followed by Worship. During the service, when an offering is taken, it includes a special kind of
offering, which is a time when a person from each church presents an offering of a pledged
amount that their church will give to support the mission and ministries of the United Church
of Christ for the year. The pledge made by our church represents an amount that members of
our congregation indicate on their pledge forms that they will give to support “UCC Missions”.
It is especially appropriate that these pledges are formally given and acknowledged with
gratitude on this day, because this day of education is probably the best attended and most widely
appreciated mission event that the N.H. Conference organizes for local churches. The day
provides such a great variety of workshop topics that each church can receive practical help with
at least one area it is seeking help with, and each individual attending can find at least 3
workshops that are either informing or inspiring, or both. All of us who have attended over the
years always come home with our tote bags full of resources.
But this is not the only way that the N.H. Conference ministers to the needs of its
member churches. Some other ways include: It organizes retreats for clergy, youth and fellowship
groups; It offers an outdoor ministry through its Camping program for children, youth and
adults; It assists churches that are going through a Search process for an Interim Pastor and for a
Settled Pastor; It provides material and guidance for Christian Educators; It facilitates our N.H.
partnership with the UCC of Zimbabwe; It represents us within the N.H. Council of
Churches and in other ecumenical affiliations; It invites us to attend events that offer national
speakers on a variety of challenging issues; It puts out a weekly electronic newsletter that anyone
of us can sign up to receive; It provides staffing and space that make it possible for many small
groups to meet regularly that share a passion for a specific area of ministry, and in this way it
allows each of us to participate in areas of ministry in the wider church. This is because
laypersons as well as clergy make up the N.H. Conference. The same relationship exists
between clergy and laypersons and the American Baptist Churches of N.H. /Vermont,
and the same opportunity exists for us to pledge to support the mission and ministries of the
ABC when we submit our pledge forms for the year.
A while ago there was some concern expressed that the words “ABC and UCC
Missions” on our offering envelopes weren’t referring to the common idea of missions. Perhaps
it’s not ‘the common idea’, but the ‘Mission’ of our state conference offices is to ‘Minister’ to the
needs of their local churches, which includes us. They offer many kinds of ‘ministries’ that we can
benefit from or participate in. It is an honor to be able to make a pledge of support each year
during Worship with other church members from around the state.

Submitted by Joanne Millsaps, Board of Missions
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The View from the Bench
A Change of Season
I was listening to a podcast by a person who lived in Los Angeles for several years. The monthly
average temperature ranges from 55 in January to 72 in July; nothing particularly reminds you
that you are in winter versus summer. The podcaster noted that when he thought back to
different things he had done in Los Angeles he couldn’t remember in which year they had taken
place. Without seasonal boundary markers it was all one long uniform time period in his mind.
That is not the case for those of us who live in New England. How long have I been your organist?
That’s easy: I started in the middle of a hot summer, then went through winter and another
summer, and then winter again. The vegetable garden was in full bloom. Now it’s flat and snowcovered, but only for a while.
The Church has its own cycle of seasons. Advent was a quiet time of waiting, followed by the joy
and exuberance of Christmas and Epiphany. Now we are in Lent, a time of repentance, sacrifice
and contemplation as we follow the life of Jesus from his baptism through his ministry to his
passion, death and resurrection.
The music will tend to be darker and more meditative during this time. Organ preludes and
postludes will include arrangements of “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley”, “Lead Me to
Calvary” and “Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless Child.” The anthems planned for the choir
include “Be Thou My Vision” and “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.”
March 25 is Palm Sunday. Our cantata this year is “A Journey to Hope” by Joseph M. Martin,
which uses the music and words of spirituals woven into a contemporary style to tell the story of
Jesus’ mission and sacrifice. We will sing all but the last number on March 25. The finale, “Great
Day! The Lord is Risen!”, will be our anthem on Easter Sunday. There will be no April Fooling
that day; just lots of excitement and joy.

Mark Lutton
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We will be setting up for Easter baskets on Thursday, March 22nd in the Vestry.
The baskets will be distributed on Saturday, March 24th from 9am to noon. If you
would like to volunteer, please contact Cindy.
Current Food Pantry needs:
Pie filling
Pie crusts
Powdered drink mixes
Oatmeal
Peanut Butter
Canned Fruit
Spaghetti O’s or other canned pasta
Jams and Jellies
Canned Tuna
Baking mixes

Cereal
Canned Pineapple
Macaroni & Cheese
Pancake mix

**Supermarket gift cards are always welcome ($15, $20, $25 and $30 amounts) **
Please contact Cindy at 887-4626 if you have any questions.
Thanks. Cindy McLaughlin
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Chester Congregational Baptist Church
March 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1
7pm Choir
Rehearsal

Friday
2

Saturday
3

World Day of
Prayer

ABC VNH Annual Gathering

4

5

6

7
6:30pm
BORF
meeting

8
7pm Choir
Rehearsal

9

10

11

12

13

14

15
7pm Choir
Rehearsal

16

17

22

23

24
9am-noon
Food Pantry
Easter
baskets in
Vestry

30

31

One Great
Hour of
Sharing
Offering

18

19

20

21

11am
Congregational
Gathering

25
10am Palm
Sunday
Cantata

5-7pm St.
Patrick’s day
dinner in the
Vestry

3:30 set-up
for Food
Pantry
Easter basket
7pm Choir
Rehearsal

26

27

28

29

6:30pm
TBA—Good
Maundy
Friday service
Sunday
Church Services:
Thursday
*10m Family
serviceWorship and Sunday School

*Communion is on the first Sunday of every
month*
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Chester Congregational Baptist Church
United Church of Christ and American Baptist Churches
Worship Service and Sunday School
Family Worship
10 am
~ Children attend Sunday School during Worship ~
**Communion is received the first Sunday of every month**
Join us for Coffee Hour in the Vestry following Worship
Admin. Assistant:
Pastor Rackliffe:

Office Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9am to noon
By appointment

Staff
Pastor:
The Rev. Linda J. Rackliffe
Music Director:
Mark Lutton
Administrative Assistant:
Frances Kenison
Custodian:
Teresa Rogers
Community Food Pantry
Open 4th Saturday of each month, 9am to noon, in the Vestry.
For more information call: Cindy McLaughlin at 887-4626
Contact Us
Parsonage Phone:
603-887-4792
Pastor Email:
chesternhpastor@mygsc.com
Music Director Email: chestermusic@marklutton.com
Office Phone:
603-887-4799
Office Email:
chesterchurchoffice@gsinet.net
Church Website:
chesternhchurch.org

